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MISSION: Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. (Matt. 28:19-20) 

From the Desk of  

Pastor Steve 

Spring officially began on Monday, March 20, at 4:24 PM, our time. The hours of sunlight and the hours of darkness 
roughly match at about 12 hours. The days will continue lengthening until the Summer Solstice, on June 20 or 21, 
when they will decrease through the Fall or Autumnal equinox on their way to the shortest day of the year, the Win-
ter solstice. And we will have made one more trip around the sun.  

 

It all feels very familiar to us. Spring is “springing.” Flowers are blooming. Grass is growing. For some, eyes are itch-
ing, and noses are sneezing. People are planting gardens and getting ready for the new growing season. It happens 
every year. I can feel the joy and anticipation of some of you gardeners with the arrival of spring.  

 

A similar familiarity sets in with Easter traditions. It starts with Holy Week, of course. A special focus on the last week 
of Jesus’ life. Extra services. The sunrise service. The Easter egg hunt. Millions upon millions of Christians following 
the same patterns of worship and celebration. The familiarity is good. That we do the same things every year marks a 
good habit, an important rhythm. 

 

That old familiarity with nature’s cycles as we enter Spring may overshadow our Christian sense about Easter. I say 
“Christian” because Easter, like Christmas, is a peculiarly Christian holiday, made useful to popular culture for selling 
things. There is no judgment in this observation (well, maybe a little), only recognition of what is happening and a 
desire to help us focus where we need to focus. 

 

Easter is, of course, about Jesus’ resurrection (and the hope of our own) and that first one, two thousand years ago, 
was truly shocking. Even though Jesus forewarned his disciples repeatedly that he would die and rise again on the 
third day, they didn’t understand him until after the fact.  And the shock of realization must have been tremendous. 
Matthew states it so matter-of-factly: “Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them.” When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.” 

 

Some doubted. Well, yes. Their whole understanding of history had been upended.  Good and faithful Jews that they 
were, they believed in resurrection. They just thought it would happen at the end of days, when God brings to com-
pletion all he intends for creation. They certainly believed in resurrection. They just didn’t think it would happen 
now. But it did.  And now they have to re-think everything they thought they knew about God, about history, about 
their own lives.  

 

I hope we can feel the shock of Easter this season. I am glad for the familiarity of our practices, all of them. But Easter 
coming around every year reminds us that history is going somewhere. Time is less like a circle and more like a spiral. 
While we orbit the sun, we are moving toward the divinely-ordained goal, toward God’s desire for creation.  

 

Soon we will say, “Jesus is risen! He is risen indeed!” May we feel the world-altering newness of this great day. 



407 SHARE MEALS 

SERVED IN  MARCH 2023  

April’s 3rd Sunday Fellowship Meal                   

will be provided by                                                             

Mon Night Small Group. 

On Sunday, March 19, 2023, Seeking Sisters 

hosted the 3rd Sunday Fellowship Meal.  The 

lunch was hosted for the benefit of our 

church’s youth for scholarships for Camp Hori-

zon.   

We were excited to have many of the children 

help us with serving drinks, bussing tables, and 

helping with clean up in the kitchen.  

The Sisters would like to thank everyone who 

attended and who gave to our cause.  Thank 

you for your support and    

overwhelming  generosity. 

With Your Help, We Did It!! 

A special      

THANK YOU          

to the                

Congregation   

of ACUMC for      

sponsoring 

Mykenzie Goff 

and helping the      

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH send her 

on the MeTour (Mission Education 

Tour) this summer.  Our church is 

truly one of Mission.  

 
Barn Party 
May 13th 
Honoring 

 
Larry & Billie Swanson’s  

60th Anniversary &  
Larry’s 80th Birthday 

 
Details to follow                            

in May Newsletter  
 

Hosted by their Children & Grandchildren 



 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
26 27 28 29 30 31 1 

2 

DISCIPLE Fast Track         8:30 am 
Adult Sunday School          8:30 am 
Youth Bible Study               9:00 am 
Palm Sunday  
Worship (Communion)   10:00 am 
Lenten Study                       4:00 pm 

3 

Small Group              7:00 pm 
Boy Scouts                7:00 pm 

4 

Seeking Sisters         10:30 am 
City Wide Holy Week Service 
@ St Paul’s              12:00 pm  
Girl Scouts                   6:30 pm 

5 

Handbell Practice              5:30 pm 
SHARE Meal                     5:30 pm 
Kid’s Club/Youth Group     6:00 pm 
Cub Scouts                        6:30 pm 
Choir Practice                    6:45 pm 

6 

Girl Scouts              5:30 pm  
Maundy Thursday Service 
@ St Paul’s            7:00 pm 

  

7   

 

8 

 

9 

SUNRISE SERVICE           7:00 am 
DISCIPLE Fast Track         8:30 am 
Adult Sunday School          8:30 am 
Youth Bible Study               9:00 am 
Easter Sunday  
Worship (Bucket Sun)    10:00 am 
Easter Egg Hunt               11:15 am 

 

 

10 

Small Group              7:00 pm 
Boy Scouts                7:00 pm 
 
Quilt Guild 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH OFFICE     
CLOSED TODAY 

11 

Girl Scouts                   6:30 pm 

12 

Handbell Practice              5:30 pm 
SHARE Meal                     5:30 pm 
Kid’s Club/Youth Group     6:00 pm 
Cub Scouts                        6:30 pm 
Choir Practice                    6:45 pm 

13 

Girl Scouts              5:30 pm 
SMP Live                7:00 pm  

14 

 

15 

 

16 

Adult Sunday School          8:30 am 
Youth Bible Study               9:00 am 
Worship                           10:00 am 
Fellowship Meal                11:15 am 
Finance Committee           12:15 am 

17 

Small Group              7:00 pm 
Boy Scouts                7:00 pm 

18 

Seeking Sisters         10:30 am 
Girl Scouts                  6:30 pm 

19 

UWF                                  1:30 pm 
Handbell Practice              5:30 pm 
SHARE Meal                     5:30 pm 
Kid’s Club/Youth Group     6:00 pm 
Cub Scouts                        6:30 pm 
Choir Practice                    6:45 pm 

20 

Girl Scouts              5:30 pm 
SMP Live                7:00 pm  

21 

 

22 

23 

Adult Sunday School          8:30 am 
Youth Bible Study               9:00 am 
Worship                           10:00 am 
Administrative Council      11:05 am 
2nd Q Safety Meeting         2:00 pm 

24 

Small Group              7:00 pm 
Boy Scouts                7:00 pm 

25 

Girl Scouts                  6:30 pm 

 

 

12 

Handbell Practice              5:30 pm 
SHARE Meal                     5:30 pm 
Kid’s Club/Youth Group     6:00 pm 
Cub Scouts                        6:30 pm 
Choir Practice                    6:45 pm 

13 

Girl Scouts              5:30 pm 
SMP Live                7:00 pm  

28 

Scout 

Committee 

Meeting 

5:00 PM 

  

 29 

30 

Adult Sunday School          8:30 am 
Youth Bible Study               9:00 am 
Worship                           10:00 am 

      



Submitted by Cheri Morris 

Senior Version of        

Jesus Loves Me           

A pastor once stated, “I 

always noticed that it was 

the adults who chose the 

children’s hymn ‘Jesus 

Loves Me’ (for the children 

of course) during a hymn 

sing, and it was the adults 

who sang the loudest because I could see they knew it the 

best.” 

Here is a new version just for us who have who have white 

hair, or no hair at all.  For us over 40 (or even those almost 

there) and all you others….Check out this newest version of 

“Jesus Loves Me”.  It is quite cute, so read, sing, and enjoy. 

JESUS LOVES ME 

Jesus loves me, this I know,                                                                                                                                                     
Though my hair is white as snow.                                                                                                                     
Though my sight be growing dim,                                                                                                                           
Still He bids me trust in Him. 

(CHORUS)                                                                                                                                                                                               
YES, JESUS LOVES ME.  YES, JESUS LOVES ME.                                                                                                     
YES, JESUS LOVES ME FOR THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO. 

Though I am no longer young,                                                                                                                                                     
I have much which He’s begun.                                                                                                                               
Let me serve Christ with a smile,                                                                                                                             
Go with others the extra mile. 

(CHORUS) 

When the nights are dark and long,                                                                                                                                                     
In my heart He puts a song.                                                                                                                                       
Telling me in words so clear,                                                                                                                                      
“Have no fear, for I am near.”  

(CHORUS) 

When my work on earth is done,                                                                                                                                                     
And life’s victories have been won.                                                                                                                                       
He will take me home above,                                                                                                                                      
Then I’ll understand His love.  

(CHORUS) 

I love Jesus, does He know?                                                                                                                                                     
Have I ever told Him so?                                                                                                                                        
Jesus loves to hear me say,                                                                                                                                      
That I love Him every day. 

(CHORUS) 

Important Scholarship Info for Camp Horizon 

The church will pay 50% of each camper’s          
registration fee for a Great Plains Camp.  For Camp 
Horizon, parents need to enter the code   “ArkCity” 

at checkout and it will take care of the 50%.   
 

If additional funds are needed, let me know and we 
will work on extra scholarship funds.  We do not 

want money to be the reason a child doesn’t go to  
camp this summer. 

 
 
Darci Utt                                                                                                  
Camp Horizon Program Director  
(620) 442-5533.                                                                     

Bags of wrapped Easter candy 
must be dropped off at the church 
office before April 5th (egg filling 
day). 

The Easter Egg Hunt will follow 
our Easter Sunday Service and is 
for all kids thru high school ages. 

We have pre-ordered 10 to 15 Easter Lilies 
which cost $17.50 per plant.  If you would like to  
purchase an Easter Lily in memory or honor of a 
loved one, please come by or call Lisa @ office 

(620) 442-4530.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brandy Rice from the Arkansas City Fire/EMS Dep’t. will 

be doing the annual safety training for the  security 

team on Sunday Afternoon, April 23rd, at 2:00 pm in 

the Gathering Room.   

This meeting is open to any interested person.  All 

groups who use the church for meetings are encour-

aged to make sure there is at least one representative 

from their group in attendance.   Brandy will be going 

over how to recognize a medical emergency, CPR, use 

of the AED and use of the tourniquets.  Participants will 

be made aware of the location of these items.   

OUR SCOUTS WERE HONORED in the 

MARCH 29th edition of “Great Things are 

Happening in Ark City!”  (weekly newsletter 

from the Ark City Chamber of Commerce).   

The digital newsletter ran the following blurb 

with this picture. 

“Congratulations to BSA Troop 328 & 1328, who received the Ark City Chamber of Commerce Open Arms 

Award. These young men and women, along with troop leaders Darrin Green, Phillip and Jancie Harader and 

Ashley Connor work diligently and give countless hours of volunteerism to make the Ark City community a better 

and more beautiful place to live and work.”                                  -Congrats from Ark City UMC too!!                                                                                              

CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR OUR SCOUTS & OUR TROOP LEADERS 



The Creation Justice Movement is emerging at this kairos moment to connect and support 

groups within the United Methodist Church and beyond for the work of creation care, justice 

and regeneration.                                             

All About Resurrection! 
 

Easter, Spring, and Earth Day mesh in April this year. Think about the lovely overlap: God resur-

rected Jesus from the dead and brought about new life through the church; God created the 

season that faithfully resurrects the cycle of life year after year; 

God works with faithful people through Earth Day 

to resurrect and renew care for Creation. 

God’s desire for life over death is clear. 
Let us work with joy for resurrection! 

The opportunities are all around us. 

 
Share these Tips with your family, friends, and congregation. Choose any or all. Forward them to someone you care about. Cut-

and-paste to put them with your email signature, in your letters and emails, worship bulletins, newsletters, social media, or web-
site. 

April 2023 Tips 
 

Plant a patch or a whole garden full of food for pollinators. Essential to the growth of food for humans (both body 
and soul), butterflies, bees, and birds teeter toward extinction due to human-caused destruction of habitat and use of 
pesticides. Plant for creation. 
 
Avoid food waste, which in landfills becomes methane and exacerbates the climate crisis. Consume less in the first 
place. Across the globe, near and far, too many people are hungry. Consuming too much and wasting what’s left over 
aren’t healthy for people or planet. Justice means assuring enough for all. 
 
Remember the clear air during the COVID shut down? Also clear was the evidence that gasoline vehicles are a major 
culprit driving the emissions that pollute our air and lungs. Choose to reduce the emissions you create—travel less, 
combine trips, carpool, use public transportation, walk, bike, invest in an electric or hybrid vehicle, advocate to electrify 
school buses and company fleets. 
 
April showers in cities often create runoff. With so much pavement the water picks up contaminants and races untreated 
to the nearest storm drains, negatively affecting water quality and harming wildlife and forestry. Lessen runoff damage: 
Avoid lawn chemicals, recycle motor oil, wash a car on grass or at a facility that filters wastewater, remove debris from 
sidewalks and driveways. 



 
April 2023 Tips Continued 

 
Compost—don’t trash—the results of your spring 
yard clean up. Leaves and clippings trashed and 
dumped into a landfill become a global problem. When 
cleaned up and composted, leaves and clippings become 
nutrients and a solution.   
 
Debris in waterways and plastic in oceans harm marine 
life—and ultimately all life. Pull together family, friends, or 
church members to cleanup a beach or stream nearby. 
If possible, weigh the collection and report it widely.     
Otherwise, raise funds and make an Earth Day donation 
to the Ocean Blue Project, and they’ll do the work for 
you. 

Never doubt that a few people can make a huge differ-
ence. From two people with a concern came the first 
Earth Day in 1970, which was in the United States. In 
2023 over a billion people in 193 countries have caught 
the vision. What you do matters. 
 
“Invest in Our Planet” is the theme for 2023’s Earth Day. Invest your time, efforts, and resources in renewal of the 
earth. Change habits that harm; support the work of organizations and companies that are caring for creation and justice; 
speak truth to those in power; invite family, friends, and colleagues to invest in our planet too. 
 
Divest for the sake of our planet. Scrutinize where your financial resources are at work. Are they supporting fossil 
fuels? Are your go-to suppliers of goods and services doing harm through your purchases. Look for local to cut down 
emissions; look for Certified B Corp companies that give back to helping the planet. It’s your money—make it good! 

Stop the soot! For many people the air is visibly polluted—and harming their health. United Women in Faith are speaking 
out for earth and justice. Sign their petition to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to strengthen the work to 

https://oceanblueproject.org/
https://www.thehonestconsumer.com/blog/certified-b-corporation-list
https://p2a.co/jogYh0j


April 2023 Birthdays Community Wide Worship Apr 04 Stacy Wells 

Apr 04 Mark Dykes 

Apr 05 Nicole Dawson 

Apr 06 Helen Gibson 

Apr 08 Owen Bannister 

Apr 10 Wyatt Paton 

Apr 11 Dave Geisler 

Apr 2 Gary Howell 

Apr 14 Mykaylee Goff 

Apr 17 Emmerson Allen 

Apr 19 Ralph Keefe 

Apr 22 Maggie Green 

Apr 28 Juarese Marker 

Apr 30 Doris Miller 

Arkansas City  

2448 Edgemont Drive 

Arkansas City, KS 67005 

 

Phone: 620-442-4530 

Return Service Requested 


