
Arkansas City UMC newsletter 
 January 2022 

CONGRATULATIONS & HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 
I was going about my typical monthly newsletter routine and stopped myself.  Wait!  I 
can’t use the old format or logo or name!!  It’s January 2022!!!  We are officially a new 
entity, a merged congregation, a new corporation.  We did it — with GOD’s GUIDING 
HAND!  It took every single one of us praying, trusting, working together.   
 

So I think we can acknowledge that we have done lots of hard, but good things over the last 18-24 
months!  Covid precautions, worship at home, worship only at 1st UM, SHARE Meal as “carry-out 
only” at St. Paul UM, suspension of choir and handbells/now re-starting handbells, children’s      
Sunday school format changed to Children’s Church during worship, continuation of small groups, 
meeting on Zoom and in person, Wednesday evening children and youth ministry for the entire 
school year, sharing 1st UM facility with multiple Scout groups, Angels in the Attic, TOPS, Quilt 
Guild, and Music Club.  We have navigated the committee meetings, church conferences, legal   
procedures and processes to explore, discuss and officially vote and approve a consolidation     
merger creating Arkansas City United Methodist Church, Inc.!  Just WOW! 
 
We have grown in our ability to adapt amidst uncertain circumstances, learning how to focus more 
fully on Jesus so we can keep on keepin’ on in ministry.  You have done amazing good work and 
yes, there’s more to do.  BUT, I would like to take January to celebrate a little bit and catch our     
collective breath.  During this first month of the New Year, may we find ways to play & pray together 
as we seek to move joyfully in God’s Spirit.    
          Grace & Peace, Pastor Stephanie  

We collected 27 
hats, 83 pair of 
gloves and 39 pair 
of socks for the 
“Warm Heart 
Fund” which is in 
memory of Melis-
sa Paton. (right) 
 
40 “Santa’s Kids” 

were adopted by our congregation through Angels in the Attic, Inc. (top photo).   
 
Boy Scouts hosted the council “Round Table” event (below left), and also 
joined us in hosting a Christmas Eve Campfire and Carols.   

 
Several fundraisers were held to help 
Boy Scout, Michael Williams, with medi-
cal     expenses.   
 
Thank you to everyone who  
made donations for the  
hot cocoa and wassail.  
Around $200.00 was raised 
on Christmas Eve! 
 



Handbell Choir is starting up 
again!  Are you interested in 
joining our bell choir?  Great!
Then visit with Melba 
Maechtlen to learn more. 
 
The first rehearsal will be on 

Wednesday, January 5, 2022 at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Bell Choir Room.    

Wichita East District Trainings 

Reclaiming Evangelism webinar on Sat., Feb.  

12, 2022, 9-11 AM.  Each church is asked to 

have three lay persons join the pastor.  Please 

talk to Pastor Stephanie if you are planning to 

participate.  Register at: 

Register at: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/

WN_qj3i5cUdTGi3AY9xMllE4w  

Staff Parish Relations Committee Training 

All SPRC members are invited to take part in 

this online training, Saturday, Jan. 29, 2022 

from 9-10 AM.  Zoom link information will be 

sent out after New Year’s. 

From left:  Linda Neal, Deanna Kuder, Billie 
Swanson, Nancy Clarkson, and Linda Rahn   
finished up the Christmas Roll orders on 
Wednesday, Dec. 15th.  Overall, our expert 
bakers made 90 dozen rolls for this fundraiser!  
Thanks to everyone who contributed time and 
baking skills, as well as thanks to everyone who 
placed orders!! 

 
 
 
 
 
~For the family of Wes Waggoner.  Wes 
passed away on Dec. 8, 2021. 
 
~For the family of Anna Mae Paisley.  Anna 
Mae passed away on Dec. 25, 2021.   

 
We will start meeting 

again on  
Wed., January 12, 
2022 at 6:00 p.m.       

 
ALL Children and Youth, Pre-K 4 through High 
School are invited to join us on Wednesdays 

from 6:00-7:00 PM! 

 
~Rodger and Melba Maechtlen 
welcome a 2nd great-
granddaughter.  Lauren Amelia 
was born on Dec. 2, 2021.  She 
weighed 8 lb. 4 oz. and was 20 
1/2 inches long. 
 
~Lucille Woodward has a new great-
granddaughter.  Madeline Jane Rose weighed 
just over 10 lb. at birth and did not need imme-
diate surgery for an intestinal blockage as    
doctors had anticipated.  Baby Madeline is 
home and doing well, thanks be to God! 

     Sign up for our denomination’s weekly news 
and get a bigger picture of how we share in 
ministry around the world!   
      Go to:  www.umc.org and scroll down the 
right side of the page where it says “Subcription 
and Podcast.”  That box reads “United Method-
ist Now.”  Hit the “Subscribe” button!  

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qj3i5cUdTGi3AY9xMllE4w
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qj3i5cUdTGi3AY9xMllE4w


 

Highlights from the Finance/Trustee Committee Meeting   

 

The regular meeting of Finance-Trustees-Memorial-Stewardship board met December 21, 2021, 
6:00 pm, in the Fellowship Hall of 1

st
 UMC.  The meeting was called to order by Roger Black, chair, 

and prayer was led by Rev. Stephanie. 

Attendance:  Darin Mann, Doris Miller, Forest Smith, Larry Swanson, Dan Deener, Stephanie Wall 
Brown, Roger Black, Deanna Kuder, Carol Black, Wiley Wilcox, Susan Rozelle and Dac Call.   

    

—TOPS will no longer be meeting in our facility starting in January.  Quilt Guild has given us a     
Certificate of Liability Insurance.  Melba Maechtlen said she could not procure a Certificate of       
Liability for Music Club.  Since Quilt Guild goes through Buterbaugh and Handlin, we suggested she 
contact that agency for coverage.   

—The 2022 Budget still needs to be created, as we were waiting for the official notice of the new 
EIN before proceeding. 

—The Phone and Internet research is not complete.  Dac agreed to meet with Pastor Stephanie 

over Christmas break to move this project forward. 

—We now have the new Fed EIN for the newly formed “Arkansas City United Methodist Church”.    

A notice from the Kansas Secretary of State was received showing they had received the merger 

documents from our attorney, Dave Seely. 

—Dan presented his research on getting property insurance for all facilities.  We currently have    

replacement cost coverage.  Deanna moved that we accept the Brotherhood bid for a 3-year policy 

at $16,028.00/year premium.  Larry seconded.  Motion carried. 

—The group read through and discussed a list of tasks that need to be addressed so church          

operations continue smoothly when the merger becomes effective.  Doris and Wiley will help open 

the new accounts at Union State Bank.  Doris will notify the post office of the name change and    

forwarding of mail.  Deanna will start helping count the weekly offering with Cheri.  Most of the items 

on the list will be handled by the church office, like ordering letterhead stationary, etc.   

—Pastor Stephanie shared that Bishop Saenz sent out a letter stating that there has been an 

“agreement reached by The United Methodist Church and the parties representing victims of abuse 

regarding the Boy Scouts of America.  The UMC has agreed to pay $30 million to compensate the 

survivors of sexual abuse.  That amount will be divided between the annual conferences based in 

the United States.  …This settlement should end any further involvement of our local churches.” 

 

Meeting adjourned by Roger 

1st UMC November 2021 Financial Update 
Income:   $11,448.39 
Expenses: $12,256.16 
  $ - 807.77  (in arrears for Nov.) 

St. Paul UMC November 2021 Financial Update 
Income:   $2,883.70 
Expenses: $1,641.41 
  $1,242.29  
 

***Please make your checks out to Arkansas City United Methodist Church!  Thank you!*** 



Children’s Church Teachers:  Kids Club & Youth  
Peggy Musson   Group Leaders: 
Marcia Musson   Denise Simmons 
Cindy Freeland   Darci Utt  
Cathy Wilcox    Helpers:  
Peggy Bennett   Kayla Dykes 
Katie Hamilton   Alisha Call 
Darci Utt    PJ Brown 
     Lynda Arnett 
   
 
   Care Team Leaders:  Billie Swanson, Deanna Kuder         
Worship         
Nancy Clarkson, Head Usher     Building Maintenance 
ALL Ushers & Greeters      Wiley Wilcox 
Communion Servers      Darin Mann 
Security Crew        Forest Smith 
Wiley Wilcox, Head Sound/Worship Tech   Larry Swanson 
            
           Piano Accompanists          
Church Office     SHOE Project   Cindy Ball 
Carol Black, Volunteer Financial Secretary Cindy Freeland, Leader  Lu Helzer 
Cheri Morris      Charlotte Schmidt   Cathy Wilcox 
Billie Swanson     Darla Mann    Monica Wise 
the late Clemma Stone    Voucher Sunday volunteers 
Doris Miller 
Wiley Wilcox    Custodial Helpers    Weekly SHARE Meal 
Darin Mann   Cassie Lile     Darin & Darla Mann, Leaders 
    James Suter     Wiley & Cathy Wilcox 
    Keith Lile     ALL who make contributions  

YOU change the world      
The United Methodist Church’s special giving structure   

ensures your generosity blesses as many people as      
possible in sustainable, strategic ways. 

The call to love and give to our neighbors is clear and 
through the support of you, and your church, we fund    

hundreds of ministries each year. When you give toward 
Special Sundays and missional work of The United Methodist Church, you change the world one life 

at a time. Thank you! 

Behind each ministry is a story of hope and restoration and the unmeasurable impact of               
generosity.  The impact of 12.5 million United Methodists, in 136 countries, giving 144 million dollars        

is phenomenal. 

Together we witness to the love of Jesus Christ for a hurting world and transform lives and          
communities in his name. 
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Arkansas City  

2448 Edgemont Drive 

Arkansas City, KS 67005 

 

Phone: 620-442-4530 

Return Service Requested 

 
 
 
 
January 2 
Kieran Sullivan 
 
January 3 
Sylvia McAlister 
 
January 4 
Marcia Musson 
 
January 6 
Roger Black 
Rosemary Simmons 
 
January 9 
Betty Rhodes 
Pam Archer 
Trevor Drake 
 
January 10 
Billie Vining 
Mandie Monroe 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
January 11 
Kirby Neal 
Carol Black 
 
January 13 
Shirley Griffin 
Dawn Metzinger 
Everett Green 
January 15 
Madison Oak 
Melody Drake 
 
January 16 
Debbie Collingsworth 
 
January 17 
Duane Wells 
James Sherman 
 
January 21 
J. O. Brown 
Valerie Call 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
January 25 
Linda Neal 
 
January 27 
Steve Arnett 
 
January 28 
Justin Phillips 
Hadley Smyer 
 
January 31 
Vicki Saltsman 
Stacy Pike 
Alexis Boone 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


