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Arkansas City UMC newsletter

MISSION: Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. (Matt. 28:19-20)

Seeking the Kingdom Together
From Pastor Steve

The great Methodist missionary, E. Stanley Jones, wrote in his book, Unshakable Kingdom, Unchanging Per-
son: “If [church membership] is all we have to offer this empty-hearted, confused generation then we are
irrelevant. It isn’t big enough, demanding enough.” He was eighty-seven years old when he penned these
words, after a long lifetime of ministry, and he knew what we was talking about.

| am a few years from eighty-seven, thankfully, but, as your new pastor, | admit to the sense of urgency that
Jones’ sage observation evokes. We don’t have time to waste. Many people are hungry for God, for more
than conventional church membership. My first goal, apart from preaching and teaching, is to get to know all
of you. | want to learn of your experience with Christ, your desires for life, your vision as disciples in his king-
dom, your hopes and concerns. Can you dare to believe that our work together matters for the kingdom?

Jesus taught his disciples, “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found
and hid; then in his joy, he goes and sells all he has and buys that field” (Mt. 13:44, NRSV). What would pos-
sess a person to do such a thing? Could the kingdom really be that valuable? In 2 Corinthians Paul wrote that
“we have this treasure in earthen vessels.” Treasure, yes, made visible in plain old human beings just like us.

Jesus also taught, “Every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom...brings out of his treasure what is
new and what is old.” If, as your pastor, my job is something like this scribe’s, then you should expect me to
focus on that treasure and share it with you. By God’s grace, this we will do.

The kingdom is not primarily a set of impersonal principles, moral standards, or rules. The kingdom is em-
bodied in a person, Jesus Christ, the King. In seeking the King, we seek his kingdom. We will need to think
carefully about the scripture’s picture of Jesus as crucified and resurrected King and what it means to live
within this kingdom in our day. Nothing could be more important.

We will build on the good legacy here. I’'m very grateful to Pastor Stephanie for her dedicated service, espe-
cially her stewarding with you the church merger. Her work will continue to bear fruit. | think about the pas-
tors I've known who have served with you. The legacy is long, and | am committed to taking the baton and
running with it. | am very excited to seek the kingdom with you. This appointment feels very providential to
me. We know that the times we live in are volatile and even perilous, but we also know that we live under
God’s grace and guidance.

Although Joni and | are new residents in the Arkansas City neighborhood (we live in Parkerfield), we are not
new to the area. We reared our four children in Winfield from 1995 to 2009, while we worked at Southwest-
ern College. All our children and grandchildren are within easy driving distance, which is a key factor in bring-
ing us to back to the area. We love being back in Kansas! And we love the opportunity to continue serving.
We are here to seek Christ’s kingdom with you!



Aaron and Monica Wise are the proud grand-
parents of Laney Grace Wise born June 6,
2022 to Simon and Amber Wise. Laney
weighed 5 Ibs 12 ounces.

Billie and Larry Swanson are the proud great
grandparents of Bristol Allyne Clark born on
June 22, 2022. She weighed 7 Ibs. 1 ounce
and was 21 1/2 inches long.

To Janice and Ralph Keefe with the death of
their son-in-law, Rick Schoeling.

Wiley Wilcox and family with the death of his
mother, Neva.

Family of Margaret Lang

Pam Rogers and family with the death of her
cousin, Tim.

Rev. Cindi Stewart with the death of her father.
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~ Dear Friends in
Mission,

Thank you! The dear people you just helped
with your gift to UMCOR may never have the
opportunity to meet you, but if they did, | am
sure their response would be —Thank youl

Grace and Peace,
Roland Fernandez, Gen. Secr., Global Min.

Dear Ark City UMC Family, Wiley and | would
like to thank you for your care and concern in
the past month. The sweet cards (sympathy
and birthday) sent to us brightened our day
and warmed our hearts. Church families are
the best! Wiley and Cathy

~ “MANY THANKS” for the delicious potluck
lunch, generous farewell gift, and every sharing
of kindness, cards, calls, and hugs! | am hon-
ored to have served as your pastor and will
continue to carry you in my heart!

From Psalm 121:8 (CEB): “The Lord will protect
you on your journeys — whether going or
coming — from now until forever from now.”

Grace & peace, Pastor Stephanie

SHOE PROJECT

Can you believe it??? It's that time again. We
are collecting funds for our annual shoe project
before and after church.

The $20 vouchers will purchase one pair of
shoes for an elementary school student in
Arkansas City. Thank you for supporting the
families in our community!

June Share Meals
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Meals
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July 3: Rev. Stephen Rankin’s first Sunday

July 4: Office Closed
7:00 pm Share Group in the parlor

July 6: Share Meal at St. Paul at 5:30 pm

July 8: Boy Scouts

July 10: Worship and Bucket Sunday 10:00 am
Safety meeting following worship
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Arkansas City

United Methodist Church
2448 Edgemont Drive
Arkansas City, KS 67005

Phone: 620-442-4530

Return Service Requested
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