OCTOBER 2022

Arkansas City UMC newsletter

MISSION: Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. (Matt. 28:19-20)

From the desk of. Pastor dteve

The artist, Vincent Van Gogh said of the fall season, “As long as autumn lasts, | shall
not have hands, canvas, and colors enough to paint the beautiful things | see.” Autumn is
the favorite season of many people and we are fully in it now. Crisp mornings mad pleasant
afternoons. Beautiful colors on the trees. | recently was in North Carolina for a men’s re-
treat, and happened to be there during what the locals call “leaf season.” People travel to
the Great Smoky Mountains to see all the colors. My host took me through old growth for-
est on the way to the retreat. The hues were stunning. Some of you, no doubt, have seen
them.

Kansas isn’t known so much for fall colors on our trees, but there is plenty of color,
nonetheless. It’'s more subtle, perhaps, but beautiful. | admit to feeling annoyed when |
hear people talk about Kansas as a fly-over state. Here on the edge of the Flint Hills at the
confluence of two rivers, we enjoy the beauty of God’s creation.

So, let’s enjoy that beauty as the calendar marches toward a busy time for our
church. Let me give you a brief re-cap of what has happened an a glance forward to what is
coming. First, we are finishing our fall stewardship initiative, “Use Your Gifts.” I've said sev-
eral times recently that we must pay attention to finances, but finances are only part of
what God calls us to give. We give ourselves. | will keep talking to you about how you see
God using you for his great purposes.

Thanksgiving is upon us, then immediately Advent, Christmas, and the New Year. In
my December newsletter essay, as a refresher for us, I’ll say something about Advent’s sig-
nificance, but for now, since Advent begins November 27, | want to let you know that you
will see a couple of changes in the worship order for Sundays. It’s a good time for us to re-
member that worship is something we all give to God together. To worship is to declare
God’s “word.” Worship is primarily about god who is gracious and generous and ministers
to us as we worship. We grow by worshipping, but the primary object of worship is the liv-
ing God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Would you put on your calendar the Ministerial Alliance community Thanksgiving
service, Tuesday, November 22, at 7:03 PM? We will meet at the Burford theater. Yours tru-
ly is planning the service and preaching that evening. (He’ll be asking a few of you to help
lead, so get ready.)



.The family of Cindy Short Wellborn
Who died October 23

Security Notice

I: If you use the north entrance at door 7 on
Sunday mornings, you may do so until 10:00. When
the service starts that door will be locked. If you are
arriving late please use the south entrance, door 4.
This policy chance is not being made to inconven-
ience anyone, but is being made to add additional
protection for everyone.

As a reminder, even though other doors are
kept locked, in an emergency situation, every out-
side door can be exited. When not as emergrency
situation, every time and any day you leave the
church building, please take a moment to make
sure the door latches before you walk off. Some of
the doors do not always latch properly which means
the building is not secure. An unsecured building
invites trouble.

Thhank you for your cooperation.
The Church Safety Group
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The generosity of Ark City United Methodists
continues to be amazing. Due to your generosity
we have sent 300 pairs of shoes to our less fortu-
nate neighbors in other countries.

And right here at home we have been able to
serve over 3,000 Share Meals this year to date.

The need for share meals has steadly increased
this year from a weekly average of 66 meals in
January around 80 this past month..
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Congrétlﬁg%ns to:

Sylvia and Russell McAlister on the birth of great
grandson Atlas Robert McGuire Oct. 9

Brookelyn and Danny Sandburn on the birth of
Lynora Celeste October 14 (Pastor Stephanie is
the proud grandma)

Fred and Donna Rindt have a new great-grandson,
Titus Dean Besenitz

Larry and Billie Swanson on the birth of great-
grandson Deakon Henry Swanson

Born October 25
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Monday November 14 Scout Troup 328
will be conducting a fund raiser by serving a
chicken noodle dinner from 4:330 to 7:00 PM

DRIVE THROUGH ONLY

Tuesday, November 22, at 7:30 PM;
Ministerial Alliance Community Thanksgiving
service, at the Burford Theater. Plan to at-
tend and support our pastor as he brings the
evening message.

Hand bell practice began on Wednesday,
October 5th at 5:30 pm.

Please come join us!




\/ United

Women
in Faith

Formerly United Methodist Women

The UMIF met Wednesday Octo-
ber 19. Seven members were present.
Sandy Smith gave a lesson on the
World Thank Offering, and we took up a
collection for the offering which sup-
ports missions for women and children
throughout the United States and
around the world. World Thank Offer-
ings may be made throughout the year.

We talked about the gifts we give
throughout the year. We gave the mis-
sion recognition pin to Linda Neal. A gift
in memory was made in memory of Lois
Morgan, Linda Arnett’s mother, who
died earlier this year. We homered Lu-
cille Woodward with a gift to mission.
Clemma Stone will be homered with a
gift in memory at the Dedicated Light
ceremony which will be held at the Dis-
trict Annual meeting in Burden Saturday
October 29. Sylvia will be purchasing
corsages for mission at the Annual Met-
ing to hand out to members.

We sent in our final payment for
our mission pledge to missions of
$1200. This means the Arkansas City
Unit is a 7 star unit this year.

A reminder, Lynda Arnett has of-
fered to chair an evening circle. If you
are interested in an evening circle con-
tact Lynda or Sylvia. Every woman is
invited to participate in the work of Unit-
ed women in Faith.

God bless you all.
Sylvia McAlister, President
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DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS
NOVEMBER 6
Do not forget to set your clocks back
one hour!

Meals

NovemberShare Meals

387

Financel/\ir?}Report .

September 2022

Income $15,055.68
Expenses $19,122.53

(4,066.85)
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

11/02

Thresa Howell
11/03

Rosie Galvan
Russell Mcalister
11/05

Heather Allen
Richard Kendrick

11/11

Moxie Medford
Mika Munson
Naomi Phillips
fred Rindt

11/12

Ron Folks
Denise Lampson

11/20

Marissa Oak
11/21

Alexandria Blenz
11/22

Brody Smyer
Michelle Wilson
11/25

Paul Stone 11/134 Jeff Sampson
11/06 Jasmine Wilson Brian Shaw
Pamella Anzelmo 11/15 11/28

Rhonda Green Rowan Wells Pamela Barbour
Lindsay Wilson 11/16 11/30

11/07 Allen Goff Wilbur Kilbane
Clift Barnes 11/17

Lucas Goff Peggy Musson

11/08 Dorothy Weston

Keelin Blatchford 11/18

Trish Stoy Connie Barnes

Arkansas City Return Service Requested

United Methodist Church
2448 Edgemont Drive
Arkansas City, KS 67005

Phone: 620-442-4530




