
 

 

 

From Pastor Steve’s Desk 

In a couple of previous newsletter columns, I’ve written about study. I 
do so again at the beginning of the summer because study is very im-
portant for Christian growth and because study has been downplayed 
far too much. I’d like to help us develop a culture of study in our church 
community.  

Of course, there are people in the church who study regularly, for whom 
study is a good habit. If you’re one of those people, I commend you. If 
you’re not, I’d like to provoke you, at least a little, to study. And for the 
congregation as a whole, to ask ourselves, does the commitment to 
study characterize us as a whole? How do we help each other grow?   

One of the reasons I like sports so much relates to how players develop 
as persons as much as players. I always notice when they talk about the 
culture of their team and how that culture challenges and benefits 
them. Their coaches stress the importance of culture, how every player 
on the team matters for the growth of all of them, from the stars to the 
ones who never see the field or court during a game. Head coaches re-
sponsible for a whole program regularly talk about the culture they seek 
to create so that their players can become thriving adults, young men 
and women who are good citizens, who know how to carry themselves 
in daily life, who make positive contributions to their communities.   

A culture of this sort has just the right combination of support and chal-
lenge. If you don’t stretch, if you don’t try something with the risk of 
failing, you don’t grow. All of us need challenges to grow. (One of the 
reasons for the crisis in mental health of young people, the experts tell 
us, is that we have removed too much risk from children’s lives. Know-
ing what kind and how much risk to allow is a challenge for parents.)  

All of what I just said about sports is true for the Christian faith. If we 
think of our congregation as something like a team, then the idea of a 
culture in which we all participate and through which we find support 
and challenge to be the best Christian disciples we possibly can be starts 
to make sense. Can we see the church as a team? Do you know that 
you’re on the team?  

What do you need to grow? What do you think you need to study to de-
velop as a disciple of Jesus Christ? What are you doing now to grow? I’d 
like to know what you’re reading. You don’t have to tell me, but I am 
curious. Likewise with podcasts. Do you listen to podcasts? What do 
you like? What subjects interest you? What strikes you as spiritually 
compelling? Where do you feel God may be challenging you? 

I’ll be talking more frequently about a culture of study as time goes on. 
And more than mere talk. Let’s take some steps. As always, if you have 
questions or concerns, I’m ready to talk. And listen. Let’s work together 
to develop a culture of study.  
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SAVE THE DATES 

Cards of Thanks 

   Thanks again for the 
very thoughtful signed 
cards. We appreciate 
all of you. 
    
Donald and Ann  
               Hastings 

The June third Sunday fellowship meal will be hosted by 

CASA of Cowley County. It’s planned to be an indoor cookout 

with burgers, beans, salads, and the works. Please plan to join 

us on Sunday, June 16, for a good lunch. Please donate gener-

ously. If you are unable to attend, please consider leaving a 

donation at the church. Make any checks out to CASA of 

Cowley County. We operate on a very tight budget so every-

thing you can donate will be greatly appreciated. 

The goal for this year is to raise $30,000 in honor of our 30 

years of serving the children of Cowley County who are in the 

court system. 

If you want to know more about CASA of Cowley County, go 

to CASAofCowleyCountyKs. org. 

                   Billie Swanson 

The United Women of Faith (formerly United Methodist 

Women) will be celebrating UWF Sunday June 9th. Billie 

Swanson will be preaching. Please come and support the UWF. 

We invite all women to join UWF. Our monthly meetings re-

sume Wednesday Sept. 18, at 1:30 p.m. in the Gathering Place, 

and continue every third Wednesday of the month throughout 

the school year. 

Our purpose: The United Women of Faith shall be a communi-

ty of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience 

freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a 

creative, supportive fellowship, and to expand concepts of mis-

sion through participation in the global ministries of the 

church. 

Please prayerfully consider joining us. 

                     Sylvia McAlister, co-president 

https://www.casaofcowleycountyks.org/
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LOCAL SERVICES 

MEALS 

Mondays—Northside Baptist    

   Church; 5-6 p.m. 

Wednesdays—Arkansas City  

   United Methodist Church St.     

   Paul Campus; 5:30 p.m. 

Thursdays—Shepherd’s Grace  5-6  

   p.m. 

FOOD 

Angel’s Closet (CC Outreach) 

Food Pantry, First Assembly of  

  God Church 

Manna Ministries, First Baptist  

   Church 

BLESSING BOXES 
Central Christian Church 

Arkansas City United Methodist  

   Church, Edgemont and St. Paul  

   campuses 

Hog Mob Ministries 

Private Home, 15613 N. 6th 

Shepherd’s Grace Church 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

VFW Post 1254 

Bulldog Grooming (for pet supplies) 

HOUSEHOLD 
Angels in the Attic Thrift Store 

Cowley County Outreach—Angel’s  

   Closet 

Community Laundry Resource  

   Service 

Rent and Utilities 
Salvation Army, 800.336.4547 ext. 0 

CLOTHING 
Rooted Women’s Ministry 

AC NAZ Free Clothes Closet 

LITTLE FREE LIBRARIES 
Inside City Hall 

Inside Northwest Community Center 

Pershing Park 

Ark City United Methodist Church  

   St.  Paul Campus 

Wilson Park 

FAMILY LIFE SERVICES 
305 S. Summit 

SHELTER 
Arkansas City Ministerial Alliance 
   (620) 393-0060 
  
Winfield House of Hope 
   (620) 983-6464 
   cowleyhouseofhope@gmail.com 

TRANSPORTATION 
Twin Rivers General Public  
   Transportation (620) 442-3575 or  
   (620) 221-6140 
General Public Transportation:  
   (620)  221-7020 
 
Check flyers posted on church 

bulletin boards for details. 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 

We’re talking about little white lies during 

the Sunday school hour this summer, Sun-

days at 8:30 a.m.  Most little white lies are 

harmless, maybe even half-truths, but some carry deep implications 

that might cause us to veer off track in our walk with Christ and 

with each other.   

A new topic is explored each week, based on Pastor Steve’s sermon 

from the previous week, so make sure you don’t miss worship! Then 

bring children and all to the Gathering Place for more discussion on 

Sundays. Craft materials will be available for the children and the 

nursery is open. 

Coffee and treats are always served at 9:30, just before worship at 

10:00 a.m. 

MORE DATES TO SAVE 

“Stepping Up: A Journey 

Through the Psalms of As-

cent” by Beth Moore is 

planned for a summer 

women’s study Wednes-

days at 10:00 a.m. from 

June 12 through July 24.   

Traveling pilgrims sang 
psalms both on the way to 
the great festivals of the 
LORD and as key ele-
ments of the worship at 
those festivals. Just as a 
song or poem can express 
feelings of fear, doubt, 
hope, and joy, these 15 
psalms model how we can 
voice our own petitions 
and praises to God, who is 
always available and ready 
to hear us. 

Explore the major feasts of Israel and journey through this 7-session 

study. Themes of unity, joy, gratitude, redemption, repentance, the 

power of blessings, facing ridicule, and more are explored in detail.  

Sign up by calling the church office at 620.442.4530 or speak to fa-

cilitator, Lynda Arnett. 

    “Little  

    White  

    Lies” 

mailto:cowleyhouseofhope@gmail.com
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COMMITTEES NOTES 

 

FINANCE/TRUSTEES 

• The church’s policy related 

to outside group or individ-

ual use of the building has 

been updated. 

• The committee is discuss-

ing completion of the 

church’s signage at the 

Edgemont campus. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 

• Members continue con-

tacting non-attending 

members. 

• A safety and security poli-

cy for the St. Paul campus 

was approved. 

• A small group of this 

committee continues dis-

cussion on whether or not 

to form a policy regarding 

same sex weddings and a 

non-celibate LGBTQ pas-

tor for our church. 

• Members reported on  

areas in which they feel 

the church is doing well 

and places for improve-

ment. 

If you are  

unable to attend 

church on  

Sundays, search 

for Ark City UMC 

on Facebook and  

worship with us Sundays at 10 

a.m. 
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Let us pray for each other. Contact Pam Archer at (620) 446-2456 or at  

parcher@cox.net to add your request to the prayer chain. Let Pam know 

if you’d like to receive the e-mail list as  a reminder to pray. 

April 2024  2024 Year to  Date 

Income $41,799 Income $116,652 

Expenses $25,575 Expense $101,133 

SHARE MEAL SERVED  

2024 Wk 1 Wk 2 Wk 3 Wk 4 Wk 5 Total Avg. 

Jan. 107 109 125 125 125 591 118 

Feb. 118 105 105 103  238 119 

Mar. 100 88 117 108  413 103 

Apr. 108 109 106 80  403 101 

May 107 82 72 80  341 85 

Activities are ramping up in preparation for the annual shoe voucher 

event, Sunday, August 11, from 2 to 4 p.m. 

The program provides $20 toward a pair of school shoes for any pre-K 

child through 5th grade. Spearheaded by Cindy Freeland and a team of 

AC UMC volunteers, other sponsors from the past have included Kiwanis 

and Rotary clubs of Arkansas City, and Walmart. 

Applications will be available on our Web site at www.arkcityumc.com or 
picked up at the church office. 

                        

SHOE VOUCHER DAY IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER  
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8:30 am Little White Lies  

   recap 

9:30 am Fellowship Coffee 

10:00 am Worship,  

   Communion Sunday 

11:15 am Communion  

   Delivery to  Shut-ins 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

6:30 pm Girl  

   Scouts 

7:00 pm Small  

   Group 

 

4 

 

10:30 am  

   Seeking Sisters 

5 

 

 

 

5:00 pm Prayer + 

5:30 pm SHARE  

   Meal @ St. Paul;  

 

6 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Boy  

   Scouts 

7:00 SMP Live 

7/8 

 

 

 

Sat. 5 pm 

   Hour of  

   Prayer  

   & Praise 

 

 

9       

 

8:30 am Little White Lies  

   recap 

9:30 am Fellowship Coffee 

10:00 am Worship;  

   Bucket Sunday 

 

10 

 

8 am Quilt Guild 

 

6:30 pm Girl  

   Scouts 

7:00 pm Small  

   Group 

 

11 
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10 am Stepping  

   Up study 

 

5:00 pm Prayer + 

5:30 pm SHARE  

   Meal @ St. Paul;  

 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Boy   

   Scouts 

7:00 SMP Live 

14/15 

 

Sat. 10 am 

  Home 

  bound  

  Commun- 

  ion mtng.  

  @ Rankins 

16   FATHER’S Day 

 

8:30 am Little White Lies  

   recap 

9:30 am Fellowship Coffee 

10:00 am Worship 

11:15 am Third Sunday  

   Meal, CASA Hosting 

12:15 pm Finance Trustees 

17 

 

 

 

 

6:30 pm Girl  

   Scouts 

7:00 pm Small  

   Group        

18 

 

10:30 am  

   Seeking Sisters 

19 

 

10 am Stepping  

   Up study 

 

5:00 pm Prayer + 

5:30 pm SHARE  

   Meal @ St. Paul;  

 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Boy  

   Scouts 

7:00 SMP Live 

21/22 

 

 

 

 

 

23     

 

8:30 am Little White Lies  

   recap 

9:30 am Fellowship Coffee 

10:00 am Worship 

11:15 am Admin. Council 

24  

 

 

 

 

6:30 pm Girl  

   Scouts 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

26 

 

10 am Stepping  

   Up study 

 

5:00 pm Prayer + 

5:30 pm SHARE  

   Meal @ St. Paul;  

27 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Boy  

   Scouts 

7:00 SMP Live 

28/29 

30 

 

8:30 am Little White Lies  

   recap 

9:30 am Fellowship Coffee 

10:00 am Worship 
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 ARKANSAS CITY  

UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH  

 

Our mission is to make dis-

ciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of the 

world. 

Our vision is to help people 

become deeply committed 

Christians who live authen-

tic lives modeled after Je-

sus Christ to make a  

difference in our communi-

ty and the world. 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

 
 

CONTACT US 
 

Edgemont Campus 
2448 Edgemont Dr. 

Arkansas City, KS 67005 
 

St. Paul Campus 
220 E. Washington Ave. 
Arkansas City, KS 67005 

 
Phone: 620.442.4530 

E-mail: 
office@arkcityumc.com 

June 01 Geneva Rains June 23 Alisha Call 

 Kayla Dykes  Shanna Graham 

June 05 Carl Morgan  Shelby Massey 

June 07 Brian Wise June 25 Mary Anna Sentel 

 Mayci Allen  Ayla Allen 

 Terese Call June 26 Amy Cox Whitford 

June 14 Nikki Kirk June 27 Ann (Martha) Hastings 

 Adalynne Joseph  Cathy Wilcox 

June 16 Curt Freeland June 28 Darrin Green 

 Shelly Dixon   

June 17 Jon Oak June 02 Linda and Kirby Neal 

 Evelyn Edwards June 03 Kayla and Mark Dykes 

June 18 Paige Burris June 06 Darin and Darla Mann 

June 20 Cassandra Lile June 08 Howard and Shirley Griffin 

 Sadie Mann  Jeff and Peggy Musson 

June 21 Elsie Tipton June 13 David and Terese Call 

 Bentlea Sampson June 18 Lon and Terri Pressnall 

June 22 Zachary Stoy June 22 Dylan and Kaitlyn Moore 


