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ARKANSAS CITY 

UNITED METHODIST  

CHURCH 
 

Our mission is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation 

of the world. 

Our vision is to help 

people become deeply 

committed Christians 

who live authentic lives 

modeled after Jesus 

Christ to make a  

difference in our com-

munity and the world. 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

May 1 Larry Swanson May 3 Billie and Larry Swanson 

May 4 Tammie Demo May 15 Darci and Jeff Sampson 

 Cady Dickey May 20 Monica and Aaron Wise 

 Alister Hensen May 22 Sandy and Forest Smith 

May 5 Pattie Brown   

May 7 Dorothy Gilstrap   
May 7 Andrew Hartman   

May 12 Neveah Elms   
May 14 Robben Ledeker   

May 17 Carolyn Shriver   

May 18 Peggy Bennett   
 Tom Haynes   
May 25 Belinda Allen   
May 26 Roy Lee Morse   
May 27 Sarah McAlister   
May 28 Melba Maechtlen   
 Ann  Oglesby   
 Dalton Collins   
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As we continue through the Easter season (the 50 days of 
Easter), I’d like to ask you to think about how you would de-
scribe Jesus to an interested person who knows nothing about 
him. What would you say? What would you say Easter means? 
How would you explain the resurrection? How would you  
describe the gospel if you had to give it as an “elevator speech,” 
as if you had only a few brief moments before you or the other 
person got to your exit floor? What would you include for  
describing what Jesus means? 

Some people say that Jesus never existed and that Christians 
made him up. The gospels in the Bible are complete contrivanc-
es, nothing but pious fictions, they aver. Most people, even the 
most skeptical about Christianity, reject this view. They are  
convinced that Jesus is an actual historical person. What do 
you think? 

Many people think of Jesus as a wise teacher, like a philoso-
pher, or a prophet, like one of the Old Testament prophets. 
Others think of him as a miracle worker and healer. 

Remember Jesus’ question to his disciples: “Who do people say 
that I am?” Many think of him as the founder of a religion.  
Often, in these opinions, you find respect and admiration and 
maybe even reverence for Jesus while denying that he is truly 
God’s Son whose resurrection is the event that changes the 
world. What do you think?     

Some people see Jesus as our Savior and Lord, but only in spir-
itual terms. Jesus assures us a place in heaven if we trust in                                             
him, but his lordship isn’t about this world. This world is a 
mess made worse by politics. “Let’s just concentrate on spiritu-
al things with Jesus,” they say. What do you think? 
                                                                                                                     (cont. p. 3) 
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On March 28 and 29 members of the church were blessed 
by a retreat experience called a Christian Ashram. The 
word, “ashram” was borrowed from India by the Methodist 
missionary, E. Stanley Jones. Its 
literal meaning is to cease from 
work.  

With “Jesus is Lord,” being the 
center of the Ashram experience, 
ACUMC participants had a little 
less than twenty-four hours  
together, singing, breaking into 
small groups for discussion,  
mutual support, and prayer. Matt 
Henson, executive director of 
United Christian Ashrams  
International shared the Word, 
and Pastor Steve led the Bible 
study.  

Look for the Christian Ashram to 
return next summer! 

Celebrate With Our Graduates 
Sunday, May 18, is Graduation Sunday 

A reception will immediately follow worship, in conjunction 

with the Third Sunday Fellowship Meal. 

On behalf of the entire 

team at EmberHope, I 

would like to express our 

heartfelt gratitude for 

your recent donation of 

$730. Your generosity will 

significantly impact the 

lives of the children and 

families we serve,  

providing them with the 

essential resources and 

support they need to 

thrive. 

With sincere thanks, 

Nickaila Sandate,  

President and CEO,  

EmberHope, Inc. 

South Kansas Christian Ashram We appreciate the  

support of the church 

members who attended 

the Third Sunday meal 

(on the fourth Sunday) 

on April 27th.   $548 

was collected for  

Habitat for Humanity 

of Ark City.  A local fam-

ily will be interviewed 

and selected by the end 

of May.  House construc-

tion will begin in  

September with the 

house completed in 

March 2026.  Thank 

You for giving a hand up 

to a family. 

Cindy and Curt  

Freeland 

 

Thank you, Ark City 

UMC, for supporting me 

in my illness. You  have 

prayed for me and with 

me. You have signed 

cards and made phone 

calls. You have offered 

gifts and messages of 

encouragement. You 

have showered my  

family and me with 

gifts of food. You have 

individually and collec-

tively been the Church, 

the very heart beat of 

Christ. My prayer is 

that each of you know 

God’s richest blessings. 

Grace and peace 

Russell McAlister 

Let us pray for each other. Contact Pam Archer at (620) 446-2456 or 

at parcher@cox.net to add your request to the prayer chain. Let Pam 

know if you’d like to receive the e-mail list as a reminder to pray. 

Cont. from p. 1 

Some people see Jesus as the bringer of justice who over-
throws the powerful. His teachings represent revolution and 
that is what matters, not that he died for our sins and has 
reconciled us with God. That’s too other-worldly. What goes 
on in this world is what really matters.  What do you think?  

If a person asked you to describe who Jesus is and what he 
means, what would you say?                                                                                                               

~Steve 

Dear Arkansas City UMC Congregation, 

Thank you for hosting the local 

Christian Ashram. I was truly 

blessed to spend the weekend in 

learning, worshipping, and fellow-

shipping. I was also blessed to 

preach on Sunday morning. I look 

forward to another opportunity to 

be with you in the future. I pray 

you will discover new opportunities to fulfill God’s 

mission for your congregation as you continue to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ. Thank you for all your hos-

pitality and love as well. 

Jesus is Lord! 

Matt Henson 

Celebrate With Our Confirmands 
Three new members of Arkansas City United Methodist 

church were confirmed Easter Sunday, April 20. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also completing confirmation classes but 

 not confirmed at this time were: 

• Reid Call, son of Dac and Alisha Call. 

Reid’s mentor was Curt Freeland. 

• Claire Hartman, daughter of Caleb and  

       Leah Hartman. Claire’s mentor was Billie Swanson. 

Melody Drake, daughter of Kaeli Sullivan. 

Melody also received Christian baptism. 

She is pictured at left with mentor,  

Janice Keefe. 

Trevor Drake, son 

of Kaeli Sullivan. 

Trevor is pictured 

at left with mentor, 

Larry Swanson. 

Felicity Dykes, daughter of Mark and 

Kayla Dykes. Felicity’s mentor was Ali-

sha Call. She is pictured at right with 

Pastor Steve Rankin. 
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1 

 

 

5:30p Girl Scouts 

7p SMP Live 

2 

 

 

3 

4 

 

8:30a Sunday School 

9:30a Fellowship Coffee 

10a Worship, Communion 

11:15a Communion Delivery 

11:15a Education Committee 

 

4p Faithbuilders 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

7p Small Group 

     Scouts 

6 

 

10:30a  Seeking Sisters 

 

 

 

 

 

7 

 

 

 

5p Prayer +, St. Paul 

5:30p Share Meal, St. Paul;    

            Handbells 

6:30p Choir Practice;                 

            Cub Scouts 

8 

 

10a. Women’s Study 

 

 

 

5:30p Girl Scouts 

7p SMP Live 

9 10 

 

 

11     Mother’s Day 

 

8:30a Sunday School 

9:30a Fellowship Coffee 

10a Worship, Bucket Sunday 

 

4p Faithbuilders 

12 

 

 

 

 

 

7p Small Group 

     Scouts 

13 

 

 

 

14  

 

10a Women’s Study 

5p Prayer +, St. Paul 

5:30p Share Meal, St. Paul;    

            Handbells 

6:30p Choir Practice;                 

            Cub Scouts 

15  

 

 

 

 

 

7p SMP Live 

16  17 

Rankins are out 

of town through 

Wednesday,  

May 28. The 

church office will 

be open as usual. 

18      Graduation Sunday 

 

8:30a Sunday School 

9:30a Fellowship Coffee 

10a Worship 

11:15a Graduate Reception 

             Fellowship Meal 

12:15p Trustees 

 

4p Faithbuilders 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7p Small Group 

     Scouts 

20 

Scouts Moving Furniture for  

Floor Waxing Project 

 

10:30a  Seeking Sisters 

 

 

 

21 

 

1:30p UWF 

 

 

5p Prayer +, St. Paul 

5:30p Share Meal, St. Paul;    

            Handbells 

6:30p Choir Practice;                 

            Cub Scouts 

22 

Church Floors Waxed 

 

 

 

 

5:30p Girl Scouts 

23 

Church Floors Waxed 

24 

 

25 

 

8:30a Sunday School 

9:30a Fellowship Coffee 

10a Worship 

12:15p Admin. Council 

 

4p Faithbuilders 

26 MEMORIAL DAY 

 CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 

 

 

7p Small Group 

     Scouts 

27 

 

 

 

 

28 

 

5p Prayer +, St. Paul 

5:30p Share Meal, St. Paul;    

            Handbells 

6:30p Choir Practice;                 

            Cub Scouts 

29 

 

 

 

 

7p SMP Live 

30 31 
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 Finance Report 
 February  2025 to date 

Income $36,631 Income $87,354 

Expenses $24,395 Expense $67,288 

Share Meals Served 2025  

Year Wk 1 Wk 2 Wk 3 Wk 4 Wk 5 

Jan. 96 104 93 94  

Feb. 99   101  

Mar. 95 99 84 107  

Apr. 101 101 102 93  

Committees  
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 
Monica Wise, chair 
Cindy Freeland, secretary 
Billie Swanson, finance 
Larry Swanson, Lay Leader 
Dac Call 
Nancy Clarkson 
Dan Deener 
Deanna Kuder 
Russell McAlister 
Cheri Morris 
Jill Sullivan 
 
FINANCE/TRUSTEES 
Darin Mann, chair 
Deanna Kuder, secretary 
Billie Swanson, finance 
Larry Swanson, Lay Leader 
Lynda Arnett 
Dan Deener 
Ricci Goff 
Doris Miller 
Forest Smith 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Darla Mann, chair 
Ralph Keefe 
Doris Miller 
Joni Rankin 
 
NOMINATIONS 
Stephen Rankin, chair 
Curt Freeland 
Cheri Morris 
Jill Sullivan 
Larry Swanson, ex officio 
 
STAFF PARISH RELATIONS 
Alisha Call, chair 
Mykenzie Goff 
Russell McAlister 
Doris Miller 
Elrea Mullen 
Sam Oglesby 
Billie Swanson 
 
WORSHIP 
Monica Wise, chair 
Melba Maechtlen 
Cheri Morris 
Stephen Rankin 

Committees 

EDUCATION 
Jill Sullivan, chair 
Lynda Arnett 
Janis Goff 
Andrea Petry 
Joni Rankin 
Darci Utt 
 
MEMORIAL 
Cheri Morris 
Billie Swanson 
Howard Griffin 

MISSION/OUTREACH 
Dac Call 
Cindy Freeland 
Sylvia McAlister 

LAY LEADER AND MEMBER  
  TO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Larry Swanson 

 
Meeting Schedules 
 
AD COUNCIL 
Every Fourth Sunday, 11:15 a.m. 
 
FINANCE/TRUSTEES 
Every third Sunday, 12:15 p.m. 
(following the fellowship meal) 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
No regularly scheduled meeting  
   time 
 
NOMINATING 
Meets as needed beginning  
   in the fall 
 
SPRC 
Quarterly meetings in January,  
   April, July, and October 
 
WORSHIP 
Meets as needed 
 

 Committee Notes 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 

• Approved a church logo with modifications 

• Approved a new church directory 

• Approved quarterly meetings with the scouts with participa-

tion from Russell McAlister, Stephen Rankin, and Dorothy 

Gilstrap. 

• Approved that a copy of the scouts insurance be kept on file 

at the church 

FINANCE TRUSTEES 

• No meeting was held during April due to Easter. 

Staff Parish Relations Committee 

• Met for their quarterly meeting Tuesday, Apr. 29 
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If you are una-

ble to attend 

church on Sun-

days, search for 

Ark City UMC on Face-

book and worship with us 

online Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Seventy-seven church members and friends celebrated the 
Jewish Passover Seder meal on Maundy Thursday in 
memory of the day Jesus’s betrayal led to his crucifixion and 
vindication on Easter morning. In addition to the ceremoni-
al sampling of karpas (celery) dipped in salt water, matzo 
(unleavened bread), maror (horseradish), charoset (apple 
and nut mixture), and wine (sparkling grape juice), the 
crowd enjoyed matzo ball soup, roast chicken and potatoes, 
and salad. The evening ended with communion and dessert 
of fruit cobblers. 

Seder Meal an Outstanding Success 

Photos by Darla Mann 

     This is Why We Are One Body 

The month of April was full of activities that are not routine 
in the life of Arkansas City United Methodist Church. And 
just like the various parts of a healthy body, members 
stepped up to the opportunities to share their gifts and tal-
ents.  

• Terese Call planned, cooked, and served the meals and 
snacks for Ashram participants. Billie Swanson assisted. 

• Sam Oglesby completed the church’s Fund Balance Re-
port for the conference office. 

• Billie Swanson, Deanna Kuder, Joni Rankin, Janis Goff, 
Cheri Morris, and Peggy Musson prepared and served the 
Seder Meal. 

• Kellyn and Kinley Botts (Steve and Deb Collingsworth’s 
granddaughters) painted the parking lot curbs and 
helped with Ashram food. 

• And the choir, the bells, Monica Wise, Easter eggers, plus 
many others. 

Your church family thanks you for serving. We see your gifts 
and the way you honor God with them! 

 


