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UNITED METHODIST
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Our mission is to make
disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation
of the world.

Our vision is to help
people become deeply
committed Christians
who live authentic lives
modeled after Jesus
Christ to make a
difference in our com-
munity and the world.
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John Nielsen
Phyllis McCorgary
Eric Rogers
Linda Long

Pam Messenger
Ray Wentworth
David Call
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Barbara Branson
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Feb. 21 Janice Bobek

Feb. 22 Joann Goff

Feb. 23 Kevin Lowery

Feb. 24 Darci Sampson

Feb. 25 Dac Call

Feb. 27 Linda Rahn
Nick Rogers

Feb. 16 Deanna and Dennis Kuder
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The One Big Stewy

Christian discipleship always involves learning. Learning
means more than simply understanding true statements and
learning to distinguish true from false. For learning to be true
learning, it needs to turn into action. In the Christian faith, we
call it fruit.

February 2026

Learning requires study. I find it a great joy to help people
grapple with topics relevant to Christian discipleship and im-
portant for our growth. This is why we do SMP Live on Thurs-
day evenings. We have people in the room with us and people
online through Zoom. It’s like a Sunday School class that takes
“deep dives” into the Bible and Christian doctrine. You can join
either way, online or in-person. We start at 7 p.m. and stop at 8
p.m.

We just started a new study, called “The One Big Story.” The
Bible’s main literary characteristic is narrative, a story. In this
case, it is the story of God: who God is and what God is doing.
Even though the Bible is full of many different kinds of writing
from different ages and, to some degree, different cultures,
there is a story that holds all the diversity together. It’s the sto-
ry of God’s faithfulness to fallen human beings and, even more,
God’s faithfulness to the whole creation. It’s an honest story
about God’s goodness and our human waywardness, about
God’s judgments and our salvation.

Cont. on p. 7
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ESL 2025 Recap

—this article was inadvertently left out of the January newsletter.

The ESL (English as a Second Language) classes concluded

before Thanksgiving with six students in the morning clas-
ses and nine students in the evening classes.

At enrollment, students are evaluated to determine their
level. A total of seven students were enrolled in the First
Steps classes which prepare the students for the curriculum
we use thereafter. The other eight students were enrolled at
various levels and curriculum withing their level: Reading

P and Spelling or Reading Comprehension and
Writing Composition.

Six of the First Steps students passed their test at
the end of classes. A total of eleven tests were tak-
en by the other eight students because some were
working out of two books. Nine of the eleven tests

= were passed with all students passing at least one
of their tests.

Our last session was for recognition and celebration. All stu-
dents who passed were awarded certificates. In addition,
two students were awarded certificates and $10 Braums gift
cards for perfect attendance, and two students were award-
ed certificates and $5 Braums gift cards for missing only
one class session.

Volunteers include Deb Holman, Sylvia McAlister, Joni
Rankin, Patty Foster, and Nancy Clarkson, morning classes;
Cathy Wilcox, Karen Goatley, Sylvia McAlister, and Nancy
Clarkson, evening classes; Betty Rhodes, Cheri Morris, and
Doris Miller, enrollment; Martha Garcia and Melissa Men-
dez, translators; John Oak, security; Sandy Smith and Nan-
cy Talbert, pre— and post-testing.

As noticable from the names of volunteers, our ESP pro-
gram is a community effort. Thank you to all who helped
make this possible.

~Nancy Clarkson, ESL Coordinator

New UWF Chapter

Our first meeting of the new chapter of United Methodist
Women/United Women In Faith went well.

Present were Sylvia McAlister, Lynda Arnett, Peggy Thomas,
and Phyllis Stewart. These, along with Melba Maechtlen, will
be the new members to start.

We elected a slate of officers: president, Sylvia McAlister;

vice president, Peggy Thomas; secretary-treasurer, Lynda
Arnett; spiritual growth, Peggy Thomas; and social action,
Sylvia McAlister.

It was a unanimous decision that
half the mission pledge would go
to local and state missions and
the other half to the district, part
of which will be sent on to the
conference and then nationally. It
was a very informal meeting with
some good conversation, helping us to get to know each oth-
er better. We have a diversity of thinking which should be
valuable. Later in the year when it stays light longer we will
plan at least two evening meetings.

United
Women
in Faith

~Sylvia McAlister
\ @ 10 It's not always easy to
Vm e see the thread of the One
The Blg S'nrv Big Story that connects

all the books of the Bible
together. This study fol-
lows that story thread
through the Bible, so that
we can see more clearly how we have become part of God’s
story of salvation. Pastor Steve leads the study every Thurs-
day evening at 7 p.m. through March 26 in the Gathering
Place. If you’re unable to get out in the evenings, join
online via Zoom at spiritualmaturityproject.org/
events. Call the church office if you need help with Zoom.

Atotad o4 130 vehicles went

theugh, 58 en Friday,
and 72 en Gatwudow.

T pray that yeu will centin-
ue o suppodd this ministuy.
Ttweuldn't be as great

witheul ysun help, cvad we

Bleasings,
~Alene Jelunsen
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8:30a Sunday School

9:30a Fellowship Coffee 10:30a Seeking Sisters 4:45 Ed. Committee,
10a Worship, Communion 5p Prayer +, St. Paul Starbucks

11:15a Communion Delivery 5:30p Share Meal, St. Paul

4p Faithbuilders 5p Girl Scouts 6p Kid’s Club/Youth Group 7p SMP Live

7p Small Group 7p SPRC 7p Scouting USA

8 Scouting Sunday 9 10 11 12 13 14

8:30a Sunday School

9:30a Fellowship Coffee

10a Worship, Bucket Sunday 5p Prayer +, St. Paul

11:15a Ad Co. (Jan. meeting) 5p Girl Scouts 5:30p Share Meal, St. Paul

4p Faithbuilders 6p Kid’s Club/Youth Group 7p SMP Live

7p Small Group 7p Scouting USA

5 16 17 18 19 20 21

8:30a Sunday School Men Hosting 1:30p UWF

9:30a Fellowship Coffee the Meal! 10:30a Seeking Sisters
10a Worship
11:15a Fellowship Meal 5p Prayer +, St. Paul
12:15p Finance Trustees 5p Girl Scouts 5:30p Share Meal, St. Paul
6p Kid’s Club/Youth Group 7P SMP Live

7p Small Group 7P Scouting USA
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
8:30a Sunday School
9:30a Fellowship Coffee
10a Worship 5p Prayer +, St. Paul
11:15a Administrative Council 5p Girl Scouts 5:30p Share Meal, St. Paul

6p Kid’s Club/Youth Group 7p SMP Live
7p Small Group 7p Scouting USA



Committees

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
Billie Swanson, finance

Larry Swanson, Lay Leader
Dac Call

Nancy Clarkson

Dan Deener

Deanna Kuder

Russell McAlister

Sylvia McAlister

Janis Goff

FINANCE/TRUSTEES
Darin Mann, chair

Deanna Kuder, secretary
Billie Swanson, finance
Larry Swanson, Lay Leader
Dan Deener

Ricci Goff

Doris Miller

MEMBERSHIP
Darla Mann, chair
Ralph Keefe

Doris Miller

Joni Rankin

NOMINATIONS
Stephen Rankin, chair
Curt Freeland

Cheri Morris

Larry Swanson, ex officio

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS
Sam Oglesby, chair

Alisha Call, chair

Doris Miller

Elrea Mullen

Billie Swanson

WORSHIP

Monica Wise, chair
Melba Maechtlen
Cheri Morris
Lynda Carr
Stephen Rankin

If you are unable

to attend church

on Sundays,

search for Ark

City UMC on Facebook
and worship with us online
Sundays at 10 a.m.

Finance Report

Expenses $24,726 | Expenses $272,668
not including
roof work

Share Meals History—17 Years

Jun.-Dec. data collected
2009 638 32
2010 1,850 37 8
2011 1,803 38 7 5
2012 2,225 46 7 6
2013 1,657 35 8 6
2014 1,687 35 7 6
2015 1,312 27 7 6
2016 1,451 28 6 7
2017 1,754 36 5 7
2018 1,534 33 5 10
2019 1,907 39 5 11
2020 2,295 47 4 42
2021 2,953 60 4 62
2022 3,705 76 4 76
2023 4,913 99 5 98
2024 4,782 96 6 96
2025 4,521 97 9 96

Total: 41,077

Average: 2416 50.6 6.1 35.6

To Designate or Not to Designate

When giving to Arkansas City United Methodist Church, it

is not necessary to designate whether your giving is to sup-
port the general budget of the church or to support facilities
and grounds. However, you may continue to designate giv-
ing if you prefer that your contribution be limited to those or
other specific ministries or purposes.

In addition to giving in person or by mail, you may go to the
website (www.arkcityumc.org) and click on Give to make
your one-time or reoccurring contribution.
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It’s very important for us to know that we are in the story!
The Bible, with events happening in the past, shows us
God’s continuing, purposeful work until all that God intends
for creation is brought to completion. Think of how you fit
in the book of Acts and the book of Revelation, for example.
We can see also that the church problems we find in Paul’s
letters or the sufferings we read about all through the pages
of Scripture are problems and challenges we face today. God
is the main Actor in this story and we are actors with him.

This study will go until Easter. It’s not too late to join. If you
miss a session, we put everything on our Spiritual Maturity
Project YouTube channel.

You have a role in the One Big Story. Do you know what it
is?

From Paston Gleve’'s Desk

Let us pray for each other. Contact Pam Archer at (620)
446-2456 or at parcher@cox.net to add your request to
the prayer chain. Let Pam know if you'd like to receive the

e-mail list as a reminder to pray.

Committees

EDUCATION
Janis Goff, chair
Joni Rankin
Darci Utt
Mykenzie Goff

MEMORIAL
Cheri Morris
Billie Swanson
Howard Griffin

MISSION/OUTREACH
Dac Call

Cindy Freeland

Sylvia McAlister

LAY LEADER AND MEMBER
TO ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Larry Swanson

Meeting Schedules

AD COUNCIL
Every Fourth Sunday, 11:15 a.m.

FINANCE/TRUSTEES
Every third Sunday, 12:15 p.m.
(following the fellowship meal)

MEMBERSHIP
No regularly scheduled meeting
time

NOMINATING
Meets as needed beginning
in the fall

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS
Quarterly meetings in January,
April, July, and October

WORSHIP
Meets as needed

EDUCATION
Meets every Thursday after the
first Sunday of the month



https://arkcityumc.breezechms.com/give/online

